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Our Mission: To achieve equity for all women in the workplace and to empower all women through advocacy, education 
and information. Established in 1920. 

The information contained in the links below are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of BPW 
Ohio. They are provided for your information to educate you about these pending legislative issues. 
 
If you would like to share links to include in future issues, please email to: BPWOHLegChair@gmail.com. Include your 
name and local organization’s name. 

 
Equal Rights Amendment 
 
THE ALICE PAUL EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT: 
Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any state 
on account of sex. 

 
BPW/OH’s Legislation Platform Preamble: The Alice Paul Equal Rights Amendment shall stand first, foremost and above all other items 
which may appear on the Legislative Platform of this Federation until equal rights for women and men become guaranteed in the United 
States Constitution 
 
  
  

Rep. Monique Smith introduces resolution to certify the Equal Rights Amendment 

https://ohiohouse.gov/members/monique-smith/news/rep-monique-smith-introduces-resolution-to-certify-the-
equal-rights-amendment-111101 
 
Reproductive Choice  
 
On June 24th the Supreme Court ruled that the constitution does not provide a right to abortion. The ruling in Dobbs v. 

Jackson Women's Health Organization allows states to regulate abortion and state legislatures can pass laws that restrict 

abortion before viability. On the same day, a federal judge lifted an injunction on Ohio’s heart beat bill which was signed 

into law in 2019. 

In short, Ohio has banned abortions at approximately six weeks gestation.  If any cardiac activity is detected, 
abortion is prohibited except when there is serious risk of death or substantial impairment of a major bodily 
function. The bill makes no exceptions for rape or incest.  

BPW/OH’s Legislation Platform on Health: Actively work to strengthen and enforce legal protection for full access to all health care 

services including reproductive choice, funding for research into the protection for women’s health care and educational programs 

concerning women’s health issues 

Webinar 

 
RSVP here to join us on Aug. 23 at 11 a.m PT. / 2 p.m. ET. 
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Video 
 
Eight Reasons to Stand Up Against Abortion Bans Today, According to Amanda Gorman 
We Heart: Amanda Gorman's Eight Reasons to Stand Up Against Abortion Bans - Ms. Magazine (msmagazine.com) 3min 
 

Rally’s 

Dobbs Decision: National map to find a rally or action  

Articles 
 
How limiting access to abortion could harm the economy and women’s well-being 
https://www.fastcompany.com/90748723/how-limiting-access-to-abortion-could-harm-the-economy-and-
womens-well-
being?partner=rss&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=rss+fastcompany&utm_con
tent=rss 
 
South Carolina GOP lawmaker chokes up describing teen who was at risk of losing her uterus 
due to an abortion ban he voted for: 'That whole week I did not sleep' 
https://www.yahoo.com/news/south-carolina-gop-lawmaker-chokes-223925433.html 
 
‘There's no shame in changing your mind’: How this OB/GYN went from anti-abortion to 
protesting the overturn of Roe v. Wade 
https://www.yahoo.com/lifestyle/obgyn-went-from-pro-life-to-protesting-the-overturn-of-roe-v-wade-

164406387.html 

 
Safe Haven Laws Were Never Supposed to Be an Alternative to Abortion 
https://msmagazine.com/2022/08/17/safe-haven-laws-alternative-abortion-
adoption/?omhide=true&utm_medium=email&utm_source=everyaction&emci=f82dd468-f11e-ed11-bd6e-
281878b83d8a&emdi=d13fc52d-411f-ed11-bd6e-281878b83d8a&ceid=436082 
 
This Is the Data Facebook Gave Police to Prosecute a Teenager for Abortion 
https://www.vice.com/en/article/n7zevd/this-is-the-data-facebook-gave-police-to-prosecute-a-teenager-for-

abortion?utm_medium=email&utm_source=everyaction&emci=88444d61-8d1d-ed11-bd6e-

281878b83d8a&emdi=f75791c8-2c1e-ed11-bd6e-281878b83d8a&ceid=447432 

The Dobbs Decision Reminds Us Feminism Must Be Global and Intersectional 
https://msmagazine.com/2022/08/17/womens-land-rights-dobbs-feminism-global-
intersectional/?omhide=true&utm_medium=email&utm_source=everyaction&emci=f82dd468-f11e-ed11-bd6e-
281878b83d8a&emdi=d13fc52d-411f-ed11-bd6e-281878b83d8a&ceid=436082 
 
I’m Autistic and Got a Tubal Ligation. The Overturn of Roe v. Wade Will Hurt Disabled People 
like Me 
https://msmagazine.com/2022/08/11/autistic-tubal-ligation-roe-v-wade-disabled-women-nonbinary-
people/?omhide=true&utm_medium=email&utm_source=everyaction&emci=a5af8420-231e-ed11-bd6e-
281878b83d8a&emdi=d244f5f3-771e-ed11-bd6e-281878b83d8a&ceid=436082 
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Florida court says 16-year-old in state care is too immature to choose abortion 
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-
government/article264569916.html?ac_cid=DM685245&ac_bid=682731430 
 

Really Florida? A 16-year-old is mature enough to have a baby but not an abortion? 
https://currently.att.yahoo.com/att/really-florida-16-old-mature-120009613.html?.tsrc=daily_mail&uh_test=1_11 
 

Doctors speak out: Idaho’s ‘cruel’ abortion laws will cause harm to their patients 
https://currently.att.yahoo.com/att/doctors-speak-idaho-cruel-abortion-

212028265.html?.tsrc=daily_mail&uh_test=1_11 
 

If Kansas counties underestimated abortion recount cost, they must pay the difference 
https://www.yahoo.com/news/kansas-counties-underestimated-abortion-recount-185407796.html 
 
Kansas recount confirms landslide win for abortion rights, but highlights risk to democracy 
https://www.yahoo.com/news/kansas-recount-confirms-landslide-win-213026411.html 
 

Groundbreaking Massachusetts Law Protects Telemedicine Abortion Providers Serving 
Patients Located in States Banning Abortion 
Groundbreaking Massachusetts Law Protects Telemedicine Abortion Providers Serving Patients Located in States 
Banning Abortion - Ms. Magazine (msmagazine.com) 
 

Anti-abortion groups allege 60 errors in Michigan proposal 
https://currently.att.yahoo.com/att/anti-abortion-groups-allege-60-
194223038.html?.tsrc=daily_mail&uh_test=1_11 
 
GOP candidate and anti-abortion advocate running for Michigan governor said rape victims 
find 'healing' by being forced to have a baby 
https://www.yahoo.com/news/gop-candidate-anti-abortion-advocate-161001524.html 

 
Judge: Prosecutors cannot enforce Michigan's abortion ban 
https://www.yahoo.com/news/judge-prosecutors-cannot-enforce-michigans-154914051.html 
 
Nevada gov vows to codify order protecting patients into law 
https://www.yahoo.com/news/nevada-gov-vows-codify-order-023726469.html 
 
New York Lawmakers Request Federal Review of Menstrual Access 
https://rewirenewsgroup.com/article/2022/08/10/new-york-lawmakers-request-federal-review-of-menstrual-
access/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=everyaction&emci=88444d61-8d1d-ed11-bd6e-
281878b83d8a&emdi=f75791c8-2c1e-ed11-bd6e-281878b83d8a&ceid=447432 
 

South Carolina cannot afford abortion bans 
https://currently.att.yahoo.com/att/south-carolina-cannot-afford-abortion-
175102786.html?.tsrc=daily_mail&uh_test=1_11 
 

WVa governor: Voters shouldn't decide abortion access issue 
WVa governor: Voters shouldn't decide abortion access issue (yahoo.com) 
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Victim Rights 
BPW/OH’s Legislation Platform on Victim Rights: Actively work to strengthen and enforce legal protection for all individuals who are 
victims of violent acts including domestic and/or sexual violence; and human trafficking; promote violence prevention programs; support 
services and facilities for survivors of this violence and the funding thereof; and support legislation, which provides compensatory and 
punitive damage awards to victims. 

 
She Never Hurt Her Kids. So Why Is a Mother Serving More Time than the Man Who Abused 
Her Daugher? 
https://www.motherjones.com/crime-justice/2022/08/failure-to-protect-domestic-abuse-child-oklahoma-

women-inequality-prison/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=everyaction&emci=88444d61-8d1d-ed11-bd6e-

281878b83d8a&emdi=f75791c8-2c1e-ed11-bd6e-281878b83d8a&ceid=447432 
 

Young Activist’s Google Map Sheds Light on the Prevalence of Sexual Assault 
Young Activist's Google Map Sheds Light on the Prevalence of Sexual Assault - Ms. Magazine (msmagazine.com) 
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Legislation being proposed in Ohio 

HB 598 and companion SB 123. They will without exception, charge doctors with felonies for terminating a pregnancy, 

no matter the reason.  

HB 480 would create a financial incentive for individuals to turn in friends, family and neighbors if they know they 

performed or even helped someone obtain an abortion or used certain forms of birth control like an IUD and Plan B that 

prevent the implantation of a fertilized egg.  

 
HB 704 - The Personhood Act.  Introduced 7/11/22 Representative Click 
To recognize the personhood of an unborn human individual from conception. 
Cosponsors: Representatives Gross, Hall, Jordan, Manchester, Powell, Riedel, Stoltzfus 
House Bill 704 Status | 134th General Assembly | Ohio House of Representatives 
 
SB 352 - Designate June 24 as "Life Day" Introduced 7/6/22 Senator Huffman, S. 
To commemorate the United States Supreme Court's decision to overturn Roe v. Wade in Dobbs v. Jackson Women's 
Health Organization. 
Cosponsors: Senators Antani, Blessing, Brenner, Cirino, Gavarone, Hoagland, Hottinger, Johnson, Lang, McColley, 
O'Brien, Roegner, Romanchuk, Schaffer 
Senate Bill 352 - Status | The Ohio Legislature 

The Columbus Dispatch reported that the Ohio General Assembly is expected to pass a full ban on abortion later this 
year. Lawmakers are on an extended break until September, and some think it'll be at least November or December 
before a full ban bill is considered. Gov. Mike DeWine, a consistent supporter of abortion restrictions, would sign a ban 
into law. 

What you can do:  

1. Make reproductive choice a focus for the 2022-midterm elections. Find out if those running for the U.S. Senate and 
House, Ohio Governor and your Ohio House and Senate representative support reproductive choice. Vote for 
candidates who support reproductive choice. 

2. Participate in rallies across the state and let your voice be heard. 
3. Contact your City Council representatives and ask them to pass a resolution to limit prosecution involving abortions. 

similar to the city of Lakewood: https://www.cleveland.com/lakewood/2022/07/lakewood-councilman-proposes-
legislation-limiting-prosecution-involving-abortion.html?outputType=amp 

4. Write letters to the editor of your local papers and be part of public conversations. 
5. Call and/or visit your legislators while they are in their home districts on recess. Let them know how you feel about 

these bills. 
6. Join us in September when we March at the Ohio Capital and visit our legislators. Please HOLD September 14 and 15. 

This is tentatively when they will return from recess and have committee meetings. 

Federal Legislation 

Senate Joint Resolution is 1 Removes arbitrary time limit on the passage of the ERA. 

What you can do:  

1. Sign the petition to Leader Schumer: Schedule a vote on the Equal Rights Amendment  
https://actionnetwork.org/forms/sign-the-petition-to-leader-schumer-schedule-a-vote-on-the-equal-rights-
amendment?source=2022ERAVote_ERAC&referrer=group-era- 

2. Contact Senator Brown and thank him for being a co-sponsor and ask him to urge Majority Leader Schumer to bring 
S.J. Res 1 to the floor for a vote when Congress returns in September.Call the Capital Switchboard at 202-224-3121 or 
send a message using NFBPWC’s One Click Politics. Go to: www.nfbpwc.org/event-4488922 

3. Contact Senator Portman and ask him to co-sponsor and vote for removing the deadline for the ratification of the ERA. 
And, ask him to urge Majority Leader Schumer to bring S.J. Res 1 to the floor for a vote when Congress returns in 
September. Call the Capital Switchboard at 202-224-3121 or send a message using NFBPWC’s One Click Politics. Go 
to: www.nfbpwc.org/event-4488922 

4. Make the ERA a focus for the 2022 mid-term elections and Senator Portman’s replacement. Ask candidates if they 
support the ERA being in the Constitution. Vote for candidates who support the ERA. 

5. Tell others about the ERA, give them the link to Elect Equality and encourage them to make the ERA a focus for the 
mid-term elections. 
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https://www.cleveland.com/lakewood/2022/07/lakewood-councilman-proposes-legislation-limiting-prosecution-involving-abortion.html?outputType=amp
https://actionnetwork.org/forms/sign-the-petition-to-leader-schumer-schedule-a-vote-on-the-equal-rights-amendment?source=2022ERAVote_ERAC&referrer=group-era-
https://actionnetwork.org/forms/sign-the-petition-to-leader-schumer-schedule-a-vote-on-the-equal-rights-amendment?source=2022ERAVote_ERAC&referrer=group-era-
http://www.nfbpwc.org/event-4488922
http://www.nfbpwc.org/event-4488922


The Elect Equality Campaign provides voters with the opportunity to hear directly from candidates on their position on the 
ERA. Go to: https://www.eracoalition.org/electequality 

 

House Resolution 891, Expressing the sense of the House of Representatives that the article of amendment 

(commonly known as the "Equal Rights Amendment") to the Constitution is valid. It has 182 co-sponsors including 154 
original ones. See Co-Sponsors.  
 
What you can do:  

1. Use this letter to thank your member of Congress if they’re already signed on in support or ask 
your Representative to Sign-on, 

 

Tell the White House: the Archivist must publish the ERA -- Please share with your networks 

1. Please Sign Petition -  Tell the White House that the Archivist must publish the ERA 
2. Send a message directly to the White House that the Archivist must publish the ERA 

H.R. 8373 the Right to Contraception Act Sponsored by Rep. Kathy Manning (D-N.C.), 

H.R.8373 - 117th Congress (2021-2022): Right to Contraception Act | Congress.gov | Library of Congress 

This bill sets out statutory protections for an individual's right to access and a health care provider's right to provide 
contraception and related information. Contraception refers to an action taken to prevent pregnancy, including the use of 
contraceptives (i.e., a device or medication used to prevent pregnancy), fertility-awareness based methods, and 
sterilization procedures. 

Passed on Thursday by a vote of 228 to 195. Just eight Republicans—Reps. Liz Cheney (Wyo.), Brian Fitzpatrick (Pa.), 
Anthony Gonzalez (Ohio), John Katko (N.Y), Adam Kinzinger (Ill.), Nancy Mace (S.C.), Maria Salazar (Fla.) and Fred 
Upton (Mich.)—joined all House Democrats in support of the bill. 

S.4557 — Right to Contraception Act Sponsored by:     
Sen. Markey, Edward J. [D-MA  (Introduced 07/19/2022) Co-Sponsored by Sen. Brown, Sherrod [D-OH]* 

S.4557 - 117th Congress (2021-2022): Right to Contraception Act | Congress.gov | Library of Congress 

This bill sets out statutory protections for an individual's right to access and a health care provider's right to provide 
contraception and related information. Contraception refers to an action taken to prevent pregnancy, including the use of 
contraceptives (i.e., a device or medication used to prevent pregnancy), fertility-awareness based methods, and 
sterilization procedures. 

 
What you can do: Call the Capital Switchboard at 202-224-3121 

1. Contact Senator Brown and thank him for being a co-sponsor of S.4557.  

2. Contact Senator Portman and ask him to co-sponsor S 4557 and vote for the right to contraception. 
  

Help Get Out the Vote – Help People Get to the Polls! 

Help people check online to make sure their voting information is current and find their new district. Go to: 
https://boe.cuyahogacounty.gov/voters/get-your-voting-information 

 
You can also find new districts here: https://findmydistrict.ohiosos.gov 
 
Encourage people to register to vote: Register online here: https://olvr.ohiosos.gov 
 
To Vote in Ohio you must:  be a citizen of the United States. • be at least 18 years old on or before the next general election. • be a 
resident of Ohio for at least 30 days before the election. 

You must register or update your voter registration no later than 30 days before an election. Upcoming voter registration 
deadlines: 

• October 11, 2022, for the November 8, 2022, General Election 
 
To request an Absentee ballot application form. Go to: www.ohiosos.gov/elections/voters/absentee-ballot 

https://www.eracoalition.org/electequality
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-resolution/891/cosponsors
https://www.eracoalition.org/take-action/recognize-the-era-as-the-28th-amendment?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=5e35085d-3bd0-4abb-8efd-2
https://civicshout.com/p/tell-the-white-house-the-archivist-must-publish-the-era?eTypeEmailBlastContent&eId=2d839061-54ce-41e4-9dc1-a10be02ba865
https://www.eracoalition.org/take-action/publishtheera?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=2d839061-54ce-41e4-9dc1-a10be02ba865
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/8373?s=1&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/member/edward-markey/M000133
https://www.congress.gov/member/edward-markey/M000133
https://www.congress.gov/member/sherrod-brown/B000944
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/4557
https://boe.cuyahogacounty.gov/voters/get-your-voting-information
https://findmydistrict.ohiosos.gov/
https://olvr.ohiosos.gov/
http://www.ohiosos.gov/elections/voters/absentee-ballot

