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Dear BPW Sisters,

I love going from season to season in Ohio and seeing families, friends, and their fur 
animals enjoying activities with each new season.  With fall, we see splashes of 
color in the leaves, pumpkins and harvest decorations being strategically placed 
around porches, ooey gooey smores being made around bonfires, cool apple cider, 
hot chocolate, marching band competitions, and football, volleyball, and soccer 
games.  I especially love reading books while cozying up with a warm fuzzy blanket 
and hot vanilla chai tea.  Hmmm.  Are you smiling yet?  Are your senses alert?

The Executive Committee has been very hard at work.  I mentioned last year as 
President Elect it was one of my main goals to try to update our bylaws and bring us 
to where we currently are as an organization.  Linda Wiegand has been so helpful in 
assisting the EC as we have spent hours going over every section of the bylaws and 
trying to see what recommendations should be made to them.  We have had a lot of 
discussions regarding technology, costs, and our current membership and 
leadership makeup, and I think we have come up with some useful changes to the 
bylaws for not only our Board, but for all of you, our Membership!  We are working 
hard for you to better our organization.  If you have not done so yet, please get 
those surveys sent to us quickly.  Mail them, email them, send them via the QR 
code…however you wish to do so, but please do send them.  We cannot make sure 
we are doing what we should be doing as an organization without all members’ 
input and consideration.  No idea should be left unsaid!  

Our August Board meeting was held at Coshocton, and we discussed our upcoming 
conference that will be occurring in Coshocton.  I am excited to report that we will 
be spending some time together visiting the “19th century canal era village” called 
Roscoe Village.  It will be a different and unique experience for us, and I hope you 
will enjoy it.  I encourage you to look up Roscoe Village online and see what a 
fascinating area it will be for us to explore!  Our next Board meeting will be 
November 7th.  Continue to spread kindness in your daily busy lives and be helpful 
to others.  I look forward to seeing all of you soon! 

In loving kindness,
Chandra
2026-2027 President
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How Do You Get Your Groceries?

How do you get your groceries? Do you order them online and have them delivered? Do you 
order them and pick them up? Or do you physically go into a store, move through the aisles, 
and select your own items?

Our world changed in many ways when we experienced the COVID-19 pandemic. One of 
those changes was how we shop. Online grocery shopping and delivery became 
increasingly common, offering convenience and flexibility that many of us continue to value 
today. We learned that when faced with extraordinary circumstances, we can find new 
options that fit our lives—and that adaptability can be a good thing.

2026-27 Ohio BPW President-Elect
Dee Kovach, Ohio Valley BPW

Today, we can remain in place and have many of the things we want delivered directly to our homes. Could we 
have imagined twenty years ago the proliferation of delivery trucks traveling through our neighborhoods and 
communities, bringing our purchases directly to our doorsteps? It has become common—and even 
expected—that what we want can be brought to us quickly, sometimes within days and, in some 
communities, even the same day.

But not everything can be ordered and delivered to us.

We cannot order members and have them conveniently delivered to BPW. Membership still requires what it 
has always required: going out, making connections, and having conversations with prospective members 
about BPW. Person-to-person communication and genuine encounters create opportunities for potential 
members to discover why BPW might have meaning for them.

Every member has a reason for joining. Every prospective member has a reason that may simply remain 
undiscovered until someone takes the time to make a personal connection.

That is why personal contact must remain an important part of effective membership recruitment and 
sustainability. At the same time, if there is anything we can learn from the way we buy groceries today, it is 
that adaptability is essential to sustainability. We make changes in response to changing circumstances 
because doing so helps us survive and thrive.

As an organization, we must adapt to the current needs and realities of women in today's workforce. 
Convenience, time, scheduling, family responsibilities, technology, and changing workplace expectations all 
influence a woman's ability to participate in an organization. We need to understand those realities and 
consider how BPW Ohio can respond in ways that make participation meaningful, accessible, and 
worthwhile.

Our challenge is not to choose between personal connection and adaptation. We need both. We need to 
continue going out into our communities, having conversations, building relationships, and inviting women to 
become part of BPW. At the same time, we must be willing to examine how we meet, communicate, engage, 
and serve our members.

Our ability to adapt—regardless of whether we are facing a life-threatening pandemic or simply a changing 
world—must remain at the forefront of our collective thinking.

We cannot have BPW members delivered to our doorstep. But we can create an organization that makes 
women want to walk through our door.
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Business and Professional Women/OH PAC Endorses 
Seven State Candidates for the November Election

BPW/OHIO PAC has endorsed the following candidates for an Ohio state office:

Allison Russo, Secretary of State
Paula Hicks-Hudson, Ohio Senate District 11
Joe Miller, Ohio Senate District 13
Brenda Buchanan, Ohio House District 54
Easton Retzke, Ohio House District 89
Elgin Rogers, Jr. Ohio House District 42
Nicole Sigurdson, Ohio House District 19

All candidates endorsed by BPW/OHIO PAC must agree to support the objectives of The 
Ohio Federation of Business and Professional Women and its objectives. They are to 
elevate the standards for women in business and in the professions, to promote the 
interest of Business and Professional Women, to bring about the spirit of cooperation 
among Business and Professional Women of the United States, and to extend 
opportunities to Business and Professional Women through education and along the lines 
of industrial, scientific and vocation activities. 

In addition, candidates must support the Legislation Platform of The Ohio Federation of 
Business and Professional women. The platform includes The Equal Rights Amendment in 
the US Constitution, Civil Rights, Voter Rights, Residency Rights, Economic Equity, 
Dependent Care, Victim Rights, and Health as well as actively work for the election of and 
appointment to policy-making positions of those who support the BPW/OH Legislative 
Platform.  

The Ohio Federation of Business and Professional Women (BPW/OH) established its PAC 
(BPW/OHIO PAC) in 1981 as a separate legal entity to provide The Ohio Business and 
Professional Women with a way to legally endorse and contribute financial support to 
candidates for state office. Contributions to BPW/Ohio PAC are solicited and disbursed in 
accordance with the Ohio Revised Code and guidelines established by the Ohio Secretary 
of State.

Contact: Charlon Dewberry 

Phone: 419-266-1291
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Charlon Dewberry with State 
Senator Paula Hicks-Hudson

Charisse Kellums with House 
Candidate Brenda Buchanan

PSP Leona Philips and Vermilion 
member Charisse Kellums with Sec. 
of State Candidate Russo

Charlon Dewberry with House 
Representative Elgin Rogers, Jr

PSP L. Philips and C. Kellums with 
House Candidate Easton Retzke

BPW Leg. Consultant Kathy 
Telban with House Candidate 
Nicole Sirgundson

PSP Leona Philips with 
Senate Candidate Joe Miller
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The Individual Development
Program (ID)

ID provides training and 
practice opportunities in 
public speaking, general 
communications and job 
performance skills.

The program introduces 
participants to the mission 
and vision of Business and 
Professional Women (BPW).

Conditions and rules 
that each competitor 
should have:

Candidates must 
support the goals and 
objectives of the 
BPW/OHIO Legislative 
Platform. 

To compete at higher 
levels candidates must 
be members of BPW. 

At the Region 
competition, one 
candidate will be 
selected to represent 
the Region at the 
BPW/OHIO Individual 
Development Speak-off 
April 15, 2027. 

To be eligible an 
individual must have 
completed all 13 
modules sometime in 
the three-year period 
before the Speak-off 
competition (2024-
2027). 

For more ID information please 
contact:
Liz Herrell
2026-2027 BPW/OH ID Chair
740-294-1353
or visit www.BPWOhio.org

Here are the steps you 
need to follow to 
participate in the YC 
Competition: 

Visit the website to 
download forms and 
complete the bio.  Turn in 
bio forms to your local 
president or the person 
who asked you to speak.  

Choose a topic, research, 
and construct your 
speech. 

Speeches are to be 4 
minutes in length. No 
props are allowed, and the 
YC competitor must 
remain at the podium.

Practice! Remember, 
experts recommend 1-2 
hours of work for every 
minute of a speech. The 
more you practice, the 
more prepared and ready 
you'll feel.  

Get ready for the local and 
regional speak-offs. Meet 
members, attend events, 
and have fun.  

Submit all paperwork to 
region chairs, who will 
submit all paperwork to 
the state chair. 

Important Dates for ID:
March 22, 2027 - Region 
representative bio information 
sheet due to State chair
April 17, 2027 – Leadership 
State Competition
May 14-15, 2027 – 
State Conference 

Important Dates for YC:
Local Speak off in January or 
February 2027
Region Speak off in March 
2027-information paperwork 
due to State YC chair, March 
22, 2027
State Speak off April 17, 2027, 
location TBD
State Conference Banquet, 
May 15, 2027

For more YC information please 
contact:
Carol Holton
2026-2027 BPW/OH YC Chair
YC@OhioBPW.org
or visit www.BPWOhio.org

The Young Careerist Program 
(YC)

The Virginia Allen Young Careerist 
program is a specialty program 
designed to empower young 
professional women, helping 
them to hone their leadership and 
presentation skills.

http://www.bpwohio.org/
http://www.bpwohio.org/
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BPW/OH - 2026/2027 
State Calendar      

 
Date Event Comment/Location

10/18/26 Ecumenical BPW/OH & BPW/PA – OH Hosts TBD
Week of Oct 

19th
National Business Women’s Week Plan your membership drive!

10/26/26 Local Presidents Mid-Year Reports Due to 
Region President

Email your Region President

10/26/26 EC, State Chairs, Region Presidents Mid-
Year Reports Due

Email to State President

11/06/26 Executive Committee Meeting TBD
11/07/26 State Board Meeting TBD

TBD Cocktails and Conversations Virtual; Open ZOOM discussion
Date Event Comment/Location

01/16/27 Winter OBW Article Submission Deadline Email articles to President and OBW Editor
TBD Cocktails and Conversations Virtual; Open ZOOM discussion

01/31/27 State Candidate data forms due to the 
Nominating Chair

Email forms to the 2026/2027 Nominating 
Chair

02/03/27 Executive Committee Meeting At the 2027 conference site
02/20/27 EC and Conference Committee Meeting At the 2027 conference site
03/04/27 Equal Pay Day
03/13/27 Spring OBW Article Submission Deadline Email articles to President & OBW Editor
03/08/27 International Women’s Day
03/22/27 YC/ID Candidates’ Information Due Email to ID/YC Chair(s)

TBD Cocktails and Conversations Virtual; Open ZOOM discussion
03/27/27 Local Presidents Year End Reports Due to 

Region President
Email to your Region President

04/04/27 EC, State Chairs, Region President Year End 
Reports Due

Email to State President

04/16/27 Executive Committee Meeting TBD
04/15/27 Distinguished Member Nominations Due Email to Distinguished Member Chair
04/15/27 Mentoring/Encouragement Nominations 

Due
Email to Mentoring/Encouragement Chair

04/17/27 2027/28 Leadership/ID/YC/Legislative 
Platform Meeting

TBD

04/15/27 Membership & Programming Entries Due Email to Membership & Programming Chairs
05/1/27 Executive Committee Meeting/Conference 

Committee Dinner
At the 2027 conference site

2027 BPW/OH State Conference At the 2027 conference site



7

The Coshocton Local graciously hosted 
the August board meeting. Sheila Mayse 
is their President, and they did such a 
nice job incorporating Madam 
President’s theme. She feels truly 
blessed by how hard they worked. The 
meal was wonderful, the decorations 
amazing, and Coshocton BPW members’ 
outfits were perfect!

State Board Meeting August 22, 2026

Above: BPW OH President 
Chandra Ontko with guest 
speaker and President-Elect 
Dee Kovach

Left: BPW OH Executive Board

Below: BPW OH President 
alone and centered with 
Coshocton BPW members
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2026-27 Ohio BPW Treasurer
Mari Ann Ohba, Ohio Valley BPW

2026-27 Ohio BPW Corresponding Secretary
Rene Butler, Youngstown BPW

2026-27 Ohio BPW Vice President
Lynnette Dawson, Lancaster BPW
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Ohio Federation of Business and Professional Women Clubs, Inc. (BPW/Ohio) 
Joyce M. Davis 

2026-2027 Distinguished Member Award 
 

Nomination Form 

General Information:  
 
Deadline for Nominations:  April 15, 2027 – Postmarked by 4/15/27 

No Nominations will be accepted after 4/15/27 
 

Mail completed form to: Rhonda Stemmer, Distinguished Member Chair 
9750 Country Club Estates, Byesville, OH 43723 
 

Email:    stemmers9@gmail.com 
 
Requirements: 

1. Must be a member of BPW for a minimum of five (5) years. 

2. Must be endorsed by a member in good standing 

3. Has held an office at the Local or Region level, and an office or chairmanship at the State 

Organization level.  

Qualifications: (Must meet at least two (2) of the following}: 

1. Has competed in either the Young Careerist or Individual Development Program. 

2. Has taken an active role in membership growth on the local level. 

3. Has taken an active role in the education and/or passage of legislative issues directly related 

to the BPW/Ohio Legislative Platform. This includes, but is not limited to, publishing articles, 

conducting seminars or presentations to outside organizations.  

*********************************************************************** 

NOMINATOR:_________________________ Email:__________________ Phone:_____________ 

Name of Nominee:___________________________________________________________________ 

Address:___________________________________________________________________________ 

City:________________________________State:____Zip________Email:_____________________ 

Phone: (H)____________________(W)_________________________(C)______________________  

Employer:__________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:___________________________________________________________________________ 

City:________________________________State:____Zip________Email:_____________________ 

Position/Title:_______________________________________________________________________ 

Supervisor’s Name/Title______________________________________________________________ 
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Ohio Federation of Business and Professional Women Clubs, Inc. (BPW/Ohio) 
Joyce M. Davis 

2026-2027 Distinguished Member Award 
 

Nomination Form 

Page 2 of 2:  
 

1. BPW Member Information: Membership 

Date:____________________Local:_____________________Region:________ 

2. List BPW Offices and Committee Chairs held in the past. Write a paragraph (200 words or less) that 

details the goals and successes of the activities related to one of the leadership positions that is listed 

below.  

Office/Chair    Year Held    LO/Region/State 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. List participation in any political arenas, legislative issues, seminars, presentations, special BPW 

projects, YC or ID competitions (year(s) competed), awards and/or recognitions. Write a paragraph (200 

words or less) that details the member’s efforts in one of the listed areas listed below and the effect it 

had on increasing membership. Attach any and all documentation relating to any or all of these areas. 

Include photos, if available.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________    

Nominator Signature       Local 

Phone Number: (H)__________________(W)___________________Email:________________________ 
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The Ohio Federation of Business and Professional Women (BPW/Ohio) 
The Kathy Kellums Mentorship and Encouragement Award 

Information Sheet for 2026-2027 Federation Year 
 

Kathy Kellums was a leader with a passion for BPW/Ohio and the women who volunteer to support its mission 

and ideals.  No one can question her leadership skills and service in BPW/Ohio. And as such she felt the most 

important part of leadership was encouraging and mentoring her fellow BPW sisters.  From the very beginning 

of her journey in BPW/Ohio Kathy hit the ground running.  She volunteered, encouraged others, and mentored 

many so they could experience growth in all aspects of their lives personal, career, and community.  She 

mentored them in getting the most out of their experiences in BPW building new leaders for the future.  

Encouraging many to take advantage of the privilege to hold office at all levels of the organization.  Those who 

were recipients of this attention are eternally grateful. 

This is the type of individual the committee is looking for to shine a light and appreciation.  If you have 

experienced mentorship and/or encouragement from a brand new BPW/Ohio member a BPW/Ohio Legend or 

any BPW/Ohio member, please consider nominating them for this annual honor. 

Requirements & Qualifications: 

➢ Any BPW/Ohio member in good standing 

➢ Demonstrates mentorship abilities. 

➢ Encourages others to achieve personal and/or professional growth. 

To Nominate: 

➢ Any BPW/Ohio member in good standing may nominate another member in good standing. 

➢ The nominee can be from your own local, another BPW/Ohio local, or a member at large. 

➢ Complete the application and write a 250–500-word essay providing specific examples of how this 

individual has been a mentor. 

➢ Email or mail both documents to the Mentorship and Encouragement Chair to be received by the 

deadline. 

The committee will review all the nominations and select one person from the nominations to receive the 

2026-2027 BPW/Ohio Kathy Kellums Mentorship & Encouragement Award.  The selected individual will be 

recognized at the BPW/Ohio 2027 State Conference. 

Applications must be received by:  April 15, 2027.  If you mail your application, please mail it early. 
 

Received by 4/15/27 
Email to: 

Received by 4/15/27 
Mail to: 

In Person 
4/17/27 

Paulette Knazek, 
Mentorship and 
Encouragement Chair 
pknazekbpw@gmail.com 

Paulette Knazek, 
Mentorship and Encouragement Chair 
228 Adams Street 
Zanesville, OH 43701 

At the BPW/Ohio Leadership 
Training on April 17, 2027 
*This is in-person only, not valid 
if received by email/mail 

 

This information sheet and nomination form are available online at https://www.bpwohio.org 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Kathy Kellems Mentorship and Encouragement Committee 
Region1:  Charisse Kellums, Vermilion 
Region2:  Rene Butler, Youngstown 
Region3:  Paulette Knazek, PSP, Chair, Zanesville 
Region4:  Nancy Copenhaver, Logan 
Region5:  Gail Snyder, Greenville 
MAL:  Bonnie Crall 
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The Kathy Kellums Mentorship and Encouragement Award 

Candidate Application 

This award is to recognize BPW members who have mentored and encouraged other BPW members to grow 
both personally and professionally inside and outside of the organization. 

Any member of BPW/OH in good standing may apply.  Include with the application a 250-500 word typed 
essay describing why this candidate (also a member of BPW/OH in good standing) should be considered for 
this award.  Please include specific examples of the member’s mentorship and encouragement and why you 
think they deserve this award. 

Application and 250–500-word typewritten essay must be submitted one of three ways: 

Received by 4/15/27 
Email to: 

Received by 4/15/27 
Mail to: 

In Person 
4/17/27 

Paulette Knazek, 
Mentorship and 
Encouragement Chair 
pknazekbpw@gmail.com 

Paulette Knazek, 
Mentorship and Encouragement Chair 
228 Adams Street 
Zanesville, OH 43701 

At the BPW/Ohio Leadership 
Training on April 17, 2027 
*This is in-person only, not valid if 
received by email/mail 

 

Application and essay must be received by:  April 15, 2027, to be considered.  If you mail your application, 
please mail it early to ensure it arrives on or before April 15, 2027. 

The Mentorship & Encouragement Committee members will evaluate and choose the winner of the award to 
be announced and presented at the BPW/OH State Conference in May. 

 

Name of the *candidate you are nominating: _________________________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City ________________________________________________ State __________ Zip ____________________________ 

Phone _____________________________________________ 

Region ___________________ Local ____________________________________ or *MAL   

*Local President ________________________________________________________ Phone ______________________ 

 

Name of the *person nominating the candidate: ______________________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City _______________________________________________ State ___________ Zip ____________________________ 

Phone ____________________________________________ 

Region __________________ Local _____________________________________ or MAL  

*Local President ________________________________________________________ Phone ______________________ 

Please include the 250–500-word typewritten essay with this application.  Please include the candidate’s last 
name in the header portion of the essay.  Submissions will not be returned. 

*If the person nominating or the nominated candidate is a Member at Large (MAL) list the BPW/Ohio 
President in that section. 
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BPW Local News

Ohio Valley BPW Hosts Summer Social

Ohio Valley BPW Awards Scholarships

The Ohio Valley Business and Professional Women’s Club 
held its annual Scholarship Dinner on May 19th. 
Scholarship Chair Sara Lane presented four scholarships: 
the non-traditional scholarship to Mariah Baker, the Nike 
Scholarship to Chloe Gorman, the Puskarich Scholarship 
to Kamden Kinyo, and the Mary Ann Donnelly Memorial 
Scholarship to Hailey Hans. The late Donnelly was a 
longtime member of the Ohio Valley BPW and enjoyed 
mentoring and working with young people.  The Puskarich 
Scholarship is sponsored by BPW members Debbie and 
Brandy Puskarich of Puskarich Accounting.

In July, Ohio Valley BPW hosted an evening on the patio at Pastaio Cucina Rustica Italiana in 
Wintersville, OH.  Members and guests enjoyed an evening of conversation along with food and 
beverages.

The upcoming year will commence with regular meetings beginning in September and featured events 
through May.  We look forward to learning about Artificial Intelligence, Women's Travel, the November 
Ballot, Self-Care, and Women's Health.
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BPW Local News

Photo L to R: GNBPW President Heather Baker, BPW OH President Chandra Ontko, Speaker Julia Brown, 
Region 3 President Paulette Knazek and Coshocton BPW President Sheila Mayse

Coshocton Business and Professional Women (BPW) hosted the Region 3 BPW Meeting on July 25, at the 
Presbyterian Church. Locals from Zanesville and Guernsey Noble attended. Program Speaker was master 
herbalist Julia Brown, owner of A Simpler Thyme (herbal learning center) and author, and host of Wild 
Woman Gypsy Fair (September 5, 2026). Using herbs, she prepared lunch featuring a bean salad with 
spinach leaves, bright lemon orzo chicken soup and lemon bundt cake with berries.

2026-2027 BPW/Ohio President Chandra Ontko, GNBPW, presented her theme, “Kindness Matters One 
Small Act at a Time”.

Region 3 President Paulette Knazek, Zanesville BPW, stated the 2026-2027 Region 3 Officers will be 
President Paulette Knazek, Zanesville BPW; Vice President Sherry Wilkins, GNBPW; Recording Secretary Liz 
Herrell, Coshocton BPW; and Treasurer Rhonda Stemmer, GNBPW. Betty Duche, GNBPW, was elected as 
Nomination Chair. Tomma Bordenkircher, Coshocton BPW was elected as Legislation Chair, and Katie 
Snyder, Coshocton BPW, will be her apprentice. Shelia Mayse, Coshocton BPW, was elected Membership 
Chair.

Herbalist Julia Brown Region 3 BPW Speaker

Coshocton BPW Spreads Kindness
Coshocton BPW President Shelia Mayse 
presented Liz Herrell and guest Loretta Larson 
gift baskets.  Liz for inviting a guest, and 
Loretta for being a guest at the August 27 
meeting at The Killing Tree Winery.
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BPW Local News

Photo L to R: Betty Duche’ Past President/ 
Installation Officer, Chasity Arigoni Secretary, Sherry 
Wilkins Treasurer, Michelle Carpenter-Wilkinson 
Vice President, Heather Baker President

Guernsey Noble Business & Professional Women held their Installation of Officers dinner meeting on 
Tuesday June 16,2026 at Theo’s. Betty Duche’ past president was installation officer. The new officers 
for 2026-27 are: Secretary Chasity Arigoni, Treasurer Sherry Wilkins, Vice President Michelle 
Carpenter-Wilkinson, President Heather Baker.  Outgoing GNBPW local President Chandra Ontko was 
honored as she was installed May 16, 2026, as BPW-Ohio President. The first time GNBPW has had a 
State President member.

Her theme this year as indicated on the website is BE KIND. The goal of B.P.W. as a national 
organization is to be an advocate for legislation, education, health care, day care, and career 
opportunities to improve the lives of all women. Our local Guernsey-Noble B.P.W. chartered in 1989 
and the chartering purpose was and continues to be Women helping Women. Guernsey-Noble B.P.W. 
Members have supported the Haven of Hope (domestic violence shelter), B.P.W. Scholarships, 
Operation Sweat suit for rape victims, breast cancer awareness month, Red Dress Affair (women's 
heart health) and more through their volunteerism and financial contributions. Membership is open to 
all women and men.  Join the leading advocate organization; contact our local Vice President  
Michelle Carpenter-Wilkinson 740-439-7233 Michelle@havenofhope.org or President Heather Baker 
740-826-7981 hbaker@gmenergy.com or G.N.B.P.W.  P.O. Box 1524, Cambridge OH 43725

Guernsey Noble BPW held Installation of Officers

mailto:Michelle@havenofhope.org
mailto:hbaker@gmenergy.com
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Ohio Business Woman
7236 State Route 19
Unit 3010
Mount Gilead, OH 43338

Group photo from the August 22, 2026, State Board Meeting
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